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Shipping Non-regulated Biological Samples

Non-regulated biological samples means the material shipped does not pose a hazard to human health, the environment or to property. The material is non-infectious, non-hazardous and non-toxic. Biological samples can be of human, animal, plant or other (bacterial, fungal, yeast, etc.) origin. Examples may be: DNA, antibodies, proteins, etc. If you are unsure if your samples meet the definition of non-regulated, please contact OEHS at 577-1200.
Very Important: Samples must be “triple packed” meaning a primary container, secondary container and a sturdy, durable outer container (a box).

Primary containers can be screw-cap or snap top tubes. The tops should be sealed with Parafilm to provide a positive means to keep the cap secured. The primary container should be labeled to identify the contents. Secondary containers must be leakproof and can be a larger scewcap tube or a ziplock baggie. There must be enough absorbent material (paper towel, gauze, cotton) in the secondary container to absorb all of the liquid in the primary container. Include an itemized list of contents that will go in the box (outer container).
If you are shipping a gel or a solid, it should still be “triple packed”, with the only exception being you do not need an absorbent material in the secondary container.

The outer container should be cardboard box at least 5 inches by 5 inches by 5 inches in dimension so shipping addresses and labels can be affixed to it.

The FedEx US airbill will be completed with the sender’s and recipient’s information as required.
Very Important: In Section 2 (Your Internal Billing Reference) of the FedEx airbill, you will write the statement: “Non-regulated human samples”, “Non-regulated animal samples”, Non-regulated plant samples”, etc., per the contents of the shipment.

Very Important: In Section 6 (Special Handling) on the right side of the FedEx airbill you will check the “No” box, indicating this shipment does not contain dangerous goods. This is very important to properly identify, or declare, your shipment. If your shipment includes dry ice and you have not received dangerous goods shipping training, you must contact OEHS to ship.
Place your sender and recipient addresses on the box and write or place the phrase: “Non-regulated human (or animal or plant, etc.) samples”, covered with transparent tape, on the box to match the information written in Section 2 of the airbill. 
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