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Biological Waste Disposal Guidelines

	Type of Waste
	Treatment
	Disposal Method

	Agar Plates (expired, not used)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Agar Plates (used)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Animal Blood / Body Fluids (potentially infectious)
	Bleach (10% solution for 30 minutes)
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Animal Blood / Body Fluids (non-infectious)
	None
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Animal Carcass / Tissue – infected with known pathogen/transgenics
	Red Biohazard body bag 
	Red Biohazard Bins (pink label, incinerate)

	Animal Carcass / Tissue 
	Black or clear body bag 
	Red Biohazard Bins (pink label, incinerate)

	Band Aids
	None
	Regular Trash

	Blades
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Blood / Body Fluids – human (except urine)
	Bleach (10% solution for 30 minutes)
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Blood Culture Bottles 
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Blood Test Strips
	none
	Regular Trash

	Capillary Tubes (contaminated) 
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Culturette Swabs 
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Glass Tubes (contaminated)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Glass Tubes (uncontaminated)
	None
	Broken Glass Box

	Gloves (visibly soiled w/ blood or used in BSL-2 facility)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Gloves (unsoiled)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Lancets
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Loops (inoculating)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Lyophilized Specimens
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Media (spent liquid)
	Bleach (10% solution for 30 minutes)
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Media (spent solid)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Media (expired, not used)
	None
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Micro-titer Plates 
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Needles
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Paper / Towels / Mats (contaminated)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Paper / Towels / Mats (uncontaminated)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Pathological Waste
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (pink label, incinerate)

	Pasteur Pipettes (contaminated)
	None
	SHARPS Containers

	Personal Protective Equipment 
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Type of Waste
	Treatment
	Disposal Method

	Petri Dish (used)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Petri Dish (expired, unused)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Pipettes – Plastic (contaminated)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Pipette Tips (contaminated)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Pipette Tips (uncontaminated)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Razor Blades
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Slides (fixed specimen) 
	None
	Broken Glass Box (25 lb. weight limit on container)

	Slides (unfixed specimen) 
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Slides (broken)
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Specimen Bags grossly soiled
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Specimen Containers with potentially infectious material
	None (depending on volume)
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Syringe containing potentially infectious material with or without needle
	None
	SHARPS Container

	Syringe without needle (not containing potentially infectious material)
	None
	Regular Trash

	Test Tubes containing potentially infectious material
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label) 

	Tissue / Specimens (unfixed)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (pink label)

	Tissue / Specimens (fixed)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (pink label)

	Tubes (culture, vacutainer, microfuge)
	None
	Red Biohazard Bins (white label)

	Urine Samples
	None
	Sanitary Sewer (drain)

	Urine Transfer Pipettes / Specimen Containers / Test Strips
	None
	Regular Trash


· Contaminated: Materials contaminated with human or animal blood, body fluids, or other potentially infectious materials, including materials that contain bacteria, viruses, parasites, or fungi that can be transmitted to humans, animals, or plants. NOTE: Even if a material is known to be non-hazardous (i.e., blood from uninfected animals) it is impossible to distinguish from human blood or other infectious materials and has the appearance of being potentially infectious.
· Materials contaminated with chemical or radiological material must be disposed of through the appropriate waste channels and not placed in the biohazard bins.
· The generation and disposal of mixed waste (e.g., chemical, and biological combined) must be discussed with OEHS prior to initiating these experiments.
· Uncontaminated: Materials that are not contaminated with a potentially infectious substance, or materials that have been properly decontaminated by autoclave, bleach, or some other acceptable sterilization / decontamination method. Contact OEHS to ensure that specific decontamination methods meet regulatory standards.
· Blood & Body Fluids: Any liquid blood or body fluids from humans or animals, excluding urine.

· Blood & Body Fluids Contaminated with Chemicals or Radioactive Materials: These must not go down the drain. Contact OEH&S for collection / disposal. 

· Sanitary Sewer (drain) Disposal: Blood, body fluids, spent liquid media, and other potentially infectious liquids should be treated for 30 minutes with final concentration of 10% bleach before disposal down the drain.

· Autoclave and carcass body bags:  Please note that each laboratory/facility is responsible for providing appropriate autoclave or body bags for the waste materials being generated.
· Biohazard waste containers:  Solid biohazardous waste must be stored in a hard sided, puncture resistant, leak proof container with a lid.  The lid must be closed when waste is not being added to the container.  Containers purchased and set-up by the laboratory must be lined with a biohazard autoclave bag and labeled on the outside with a biohazard sign (available from OEHS).  When full, the autoclave must be tied securely and transferred to an OEHS biohazardous waste container (see below)
· OEHS provided Biohazardous Waste Containers:  OEHS currently provides two types of waste container (provided by the WSU contracted vendor). These bins are not for disposal of chemical or radiological material.

· 28 Gallon Containers:

· White label: Solid biohazardous waste can be placed in a red container with a white label provided by OEHS (unless incineration is required – see below).  The waste from these containers is autoclaved off-site by a contracted vendor.  THE OEHS BIOHAZARD BINS SHOULD NOT BE AUTOCLAVED.  Do not autoclave materials that have been treated with bleach.  

· Yellow label: The yellow labeled biohazard bins are for all biohazardous waste that is contaminated with trace chemotherapeutics, including PPE empty vials, IV and tubing.  This material is ultimately incinerated off-site via our contracted vendor.  

· Pink label: The pink labeled biohazard bins are for pathological waste.  This includes animal carcasses and partial human tissue (cadavers and recognizable body parts must be returned to the morgue).  This material is ultimately incinerated off-site via our contracted vendor.
· M64 Mediwaste Containers:

· Red M64 Mediwaste Containers can be used in place of the white labeled 28-gallon containers.  These containers are suitable for use in BSL-2/ABSL-2 facilities where additional security is required.

· These containers do not require a red bin liner or autoclave bag to be used. 
· The waste from these containers is autoclaved off-site by a contracted vendor.  
· Broken Glass Boxes: Broken glass boxes are not to be used for the disposal of any contaminated materials.  These containers ultimately end up in landfill.  SHARPS should never be put into broken glass boxes.  There is a 25-pound weight limit when filling broken glass boxes. 
· Autoclave Treatment: Treatment of biohazardous waste via autoclaving at WSU (outside of the DLAR) is not considered sufficient for decontamination as the autoclaves are not validated.  Therefore, autoclaving of biohazardous waste by individual labs is considered a non-essential step and all waste must ultimately be placed in the red biohazard bins provided by OEHS.  The waste from these containers is autoclaved off-site by a contracted vendor.  Lab must buy autoclave bags. SHARPS containers, biohazard bins & red liner bags are not autoclavable. Do not autoclave bleached items.

· SHARPS Disposal: Needles, razor blades, microtome blades, lancets, scalpels, etc. must ALWAYS be disposed of in a SHARPS container. Needles should never be recapped, sheared, bent, or broken. The needle and syringe should be put into the SHARPS container as a whole unit, uncapped. SHARPS CONTAINERS SHOULD NEVER BE AUTOCLAVED.

· Biological Waste Pick-up and New Container Requests:  Please submit all requests for pick-up of full containers and delivery of new containers using the OEHS on-line request system (https://research.wayne.edu/oehs/forms/bio-waste).  Please specify what type of container is required when completing the form.  Please note that medical/biohazardous waste can only be stored on-site for 90 days from when the first item is added (not when the container is full).  As such, please ensure timely submission of pick-up requests.
WSU Office of Environmental Health & Safety, 577-1200, www.oehs.wayne.edu
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