
ePROTOCOL IACUC SAMPLE PROTOCOL 

What follows is an example of types of answers in a “Sample Protocol”.  They are meant as examples 
and may not apply to all protocols. 

  



For the Species to be Used, select each species, strain, sex, USDA Category, Source, and type in the 
number of animals to be used.  Be sure to include any animals transferred from expiring protocols and 
animal animals bred in house.  Categorize animals under the highest pain/distress category for all 
procedures they will undergo. For example, if a mouse will undergo 2 category C procedures, a 
category D procedure and a category E procedure, the mice should be listed as USDA category E. 
The total(s) in the table should match the total(s) in Question 2.    
 

  



General Questions – see example below for renewal protocols 

 

  



Are You Using Section:  If you are using any biological hazards (biological toxins, human 
cells/blood/tissues, viruses, bacteria, etc.) select use to Question 1.  Add the agent below under the 
appropriate section. 

 



Are You Using Section, cont:  If you are using any chemical hazards (i.e., gas anesthesia, chemical drugs 
that may be hazardous to humans or animals), please list them below in Question 2.  If you are not sure 
if they are hazardous, list them anyway.  If you are using radiation hazards (i.e., PET or CT scanners, 
fluoroscopes, radiography, etc.), list them in Question 3. 

 



Are You Using Section, cont:  If you are using Physical hazards (i.e., noise, heat, cold, etc), please add it 
below.  If you are using Controlled Substances (i.e., Ketamine, Ethiqa XR, Buprenorphine, Morphine, 
etc.), you must have a WSU CS Protocol ID to link to your protocol.  The only controlled substance DLAR 
will administer is Ethiqa XR or buprenorphine.  For non-pharmaceutical grade compounds/drugs, see 
policy and information below. 

https://research.wayne.edu/iacuc/non-pharmaceuticalgradedrugs


For the Funding Page, add all funding sources for this protocol.  This includes internal and external 
funding sources. 

 

  



Purpose and Value:  You can add more than one title, to coincide with grant.  See instructions for lay 
description below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Question 1a of the Animal Use Justification Section, enter the keywords you searched in the 
appropriate databases to search for alternatives to painful procedures (USDA Category D or E only).  If 
you don’t have USDA Category D/E you do not have to answer 1a. 

 



Animal Use Justification Section:  For the group size calculation questions, see suggestions below. 

 

 

 

 

 



For Animal Breeding, Housing and Care Section, indicate the type of breeding and when weaning will 
occur (21 days is standard).  For delayed weaning (>21 d, no more than 28 d), please list the strains 
which require delayed weaning You should also indicate how you will genotype and identify pups.  FYI, 
ear punching will accomplish both and does not require anesthesia.  
 

 

 



Animal Breeding, Housing, and Care Section:  If you are housing outside of DLAR, indicate where and 
who is providing the care.  Answer subsequent questions 4a-d.  For question 7, please justify any special 
caging. 

 

 

 



Animal Breeding, Housing, and Care Section:   Please see below for examples and explanations for 
questions on special food/water, social housing, enrichment, and acclimation. 

 

 

  



Animal Breeding, Housing, and Care Section:  If animals are to be transported, answer subsequent 
questions as below. 

If you are transporting in a hospital, answer questions 4 as “yes” and include a letter approving the 
transport and use of equipment in that hospital. 

 

 



Animal Breeding, Housing, and Care Section:   If you are performing the transportation at any time, mark 
“no” to question 8.  FYI, DLAR will not provide transportation of hazardous animals.  See below for tips 
on answering 8b. 

 

 

 

  



Protocol Information, Procedures Section:  Add Procedures using the Add button.  Make sure the Use 
Categories for these Procedures match the Species section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

This is an example of the “pop-up” screen where you can add a procedure.  You should add all 
anesthetics, analgesics, and any other agents/drugs to be administered/given to animals during the 
procedure.  Remember to hit “Save” when you are done. 

 

 

  



This is an example of a pop-up screen where you can add a surgical procedure (a surgery is anything that 
requires an incision) – the example below is an osmotic mini pump implantation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



On the same pop-up, enter the surgical details, tips for how to answer are below.   

 

  



Finally, indicate the anesthetics, analgesics, or other agents and how you will monitor the animals post-
operatively. 

 

 

 

  



Non-Surgical Procedure Details:  This should be a summary/narrative of all procedures that are 
proposed in the protocol.  You should make sure to list/describe all procedures in Procedures list. 



Surgery Relationships:  If more than one surgery has been proposed, indicate if multiple survival 
surgeries will occur on the same animal at any time in the protocol.  If yes, you must provide justification 
(question 1a) and explain the order of the surgeries and time between them (question 2). 

 

  



Schedule of Procedures section (see explanation below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Example Timelines that could be uploaded as Attachments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Euthanasia section:  State conditions that would warrant euthanasia (i.e., humane endpoints) as well as 
the methods of euthanasia for each species.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



For euthanasia that requires justification, see example below. 

 

 

 

Finally, if training is complete, you will perform a Certification, COI Disclosure, and submit to your 
Department Chair for Approval. 


